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What is Rural Planning? ïDefinitions

Å Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grants

Å Small-sized regions, rural communities, and small town areas 

with less than 200,000 people

Å Census Bureau / Office of Management and Budget

Å Defined by ñexclusionò ïany area that is not metro/urban is 

nonmetro/rural

Å Generally includes open country and small settlements of less 

than 2,500 outside of urban clusters

Å In 2000 rural America comprised 2,052 counties, 75% of the 

nationôs land, and 49 million people or 17% of its population 

(OMB 2003)

Å Websterôs New Collegiate Dictionary ñruralò definition

Å Of or relating to the country, country people or life, or 

agriculture 



What is Rural Planning? ïCommon Elements

Å Characteristics of rural places

Å Size

Å Resources

Å Character / quality of life

Å Rural planning issues 

Å Resource protection

Å Rural economic development

Å Managing growth pressures in 

urbanizing regions

Å Capacity



Typical Issues Facing Rural Regions

Å Farmland preservation / maintaining the agricultural industry

Å Impacts of resource extraction

Å Impacts of scattered development on rural resources

Å Development pressures (tourism, second homes) in ñgatewayò 

communities

Å Costs of providing infrastructure and services

Å Economic opportunity / jobs for rural residents

Å Small town revitalization

Å Limited transportation options

Å Jurisdictional fragmentation

Å Limited capacity for planning



Union County, PA Comprehensive Plan



Å Small county in central PA

ÅPopulation = 44,947

ÅLargest town = 
Lewisburg (pop. 5,620)

Å Rural quality of life

ÅAgricultural economy

ÅSmall towns / villages

ÅSurrounded by state 
forest lands, 
Susquehanna River

Å Regional planning

ÅComprehensive Plan led 
by Union County 
Planning Commission 

ÅMulti-municipal plans for 
3 planning areas (13 
jurisdictions) 
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Existing Land Use

Agricultural valley, 

forested ridges, and 

compact, traditional 

development patterns



Recent Development Trends

1,000+ new residential 

units from 2001 to 2006 

Average density = 1 

DU/acre



Projected land area 

needed from 2006 to 

2050 @ 1 DU/acre

Projected Future Development



Reaching the Public

Å Multi-municipal steering committee, advisory teams

Å Municipal official meetings, stakeholder interviews

Å Branding, advertising, marketing

Å Website, photo contest, media outreach

Å Citizen survey

Å Public forums with incentives for attendance (Letôs Talk Turkey)

Å Meetings-in-a-box, school programs, on-farm interviews


